





KOji iGARASHI [PRODUCER|
20 Years...wow! It sounds so long...

When the original Castlevania was released, | was a
university student and played this game at my senior’s

home because | had no money to purchase videogames.

In Portrair of Ruin, the main character uses a whip in consideration of
Castlevania’s 20th anniversary and the game is designed tor two simultaneous
players as a homage to Castlevanza IlI: Dracula’s Curse. We placed a heavy
emphasis on the battle with two players, so what you can not only switch
between these two characters but vou can also perform actions simultaneously

as a key 1o the game.

My most unforgettable and memorable Castlevania project is Symphony of the
Night. As all of you are aware, it was my first participation with Castlevania
and my first title as a director. Bur then again, I'm scared that I'll find
undiscovered bugs in the game so 1 don't ever go back and play it (laughs).

But, | would have to say that Gastlevania [1I: Draculas Curse is my favorite
Castlevania title of all time. What | love best of all in this one is the
composition of getting a fecling of thoughtfulness over the storyline and
characters with only a handshake.

It has been 16 years since | joined the videogame industry and it has been

about 10 years since | began working on the Castlevania series, Before |

Symphony of the Night, | remember myself being so jealous of the Castleva nia

team and 1 used to visit them a lot! I wish [ could keep on wnl‘l-:ing wi the

franchise as my life work, but then again, I need 1o educate my team staff

members so that they could take over my role for the future...T would like

to look towards next generation consoles while keeping a space for handheld %87, !

games at the same time. : i'
!

| will keep on looking ar the future of Castlevania and make sure the brand |

survives for another 20 years.

1

So now, | feel very Hattered and honored that | am the producer lnl'l:lu.;pm
series | had been longing to work on and also greeting the 20th anniversary
of Castlevania. | am very happy that Porerait of Ruin is excellent not only

for Castlevania fans but it is also easy for beginners o pick up to play and Hl
should live up to your expectations. :

Enjoy!
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